














ABSTRACT.	 Synodality	 is	 the	 fundamental	 feature	 of	 the	 Orthodox	 Church.	
Reverend	 Prof.	 Liviu	 Stan	 defined	 the	 synod	 principle	 as	 the	 order	 of	 Church	
management	 through	 councils,	 both	 by	 hierarchical	 councils	 and	 through	 joint	
councils.	The	highest	manifestation	of	Church	synodality	is	the	ecumenical	council	
which,	paradoxically,	 is	not	 legally	necessary	and	has	not	been	 institutionalized	




synodality	 in	 the	 Orthodox	 Church,	which	must	 operate	 at	 all	 times	 and	 in	 all	
places.	 It	 becomes	officially	 recognized	only	 by	 the	 reception	 process,	which	 is	
spontaneous	and	quiet,	and	cannot	be	estimated	over	 linear	time.	The	opinions	
during	the	reception	process	cannot	be	hurried	or	stopped,	compelled	or	ignored.	
The	 decisions	 of	 a	Holy	 and	 Great	 Panorthodox	 Council	 can	 be	 perceived	 as	 a	
whole,	can	be	perceived	only	in	part,	or	may	be	corrected	at	a	later	meeting.		
	








any	 theologian	wrote,	directly	or	 indirectly,	 about	synodality.	The	Romanian	
Orthodox	Church	remarked,	 in	 this	respect,	 the	great	canonist	Fr.	Prof.	Liviu	
















councils	 and	 as	 joint	 councils2.	 In	 his	work	 he	 has	 sought	 to	 emphasize	 the	
conciliar	teaching	and	practice	of	the	Church	as	desired	by	Christ	The	Savior	
and	as	it	had	been	instituted	by	The	Holy	Apostles.		














so	Rev.	 Prof.	 Liviu	 Stan	 revealed	 abundantly	 in	 several	 studies,	 its	meaning	 and	
canonical	value	in	Church	life.	Further	on	I	just	want	to	point	out	the	fundamental	
ideas	or	 answers	 to	 essential	 questions	 about	 this	 subject,	which	we	 find	 in	
the	canonical	thinking	of	this	great	canonist.		




Warsaw,	Rome	and	München.	He	graduated	 from	his	 theological	 studies	with	 the	well‐known	
PhD	 thesis	 “Mirenii	 în	Biserică”	 [Laymen	 in	 the	 Church].	 In	 1937	 Liviu	 Stan	 was	 appointed	
professor	at	Andrei	Șaguna’s	Theological	Academy	in	Sibiu.	In	1949	Rev.	Prof.	Liviu	Stan	got	a	




2	Rev.	 PhD	 Prof.	 Liviu	 Stan,	 “Despre	 principiile	 canonice	 fundamentale	 ale	 Ortodoxiei”	 [On	 the	
Fundamental	 Canonical	 Principles	 of	 Orthodoxy],	 in	 Biserica	 şi	Dreptul.	 Studii	de	drept	 canonic	
ortodox	 [The	 Church	 and	 the	 Law.	 Studies	 on	 Orthodox	 Canon	 Law],	 vol.	 III	 (Sibiu:	 Andreiana	
Publishing	House,	2012),	19.	A	speech	held	by	Rev.	PhD	Prof.	Liviu	Stan	at	the	ceremony	awarding	
the	 Doctor	 Honoris	 Causa	 title	 by	 the	 Thessaloniki	 University	 (Greece),	 the	 Greek	 text	 was	
published	in	the	magazine	Θεολογία	39,	no.	1‐2	(January‐June	1968):	5‐18,	it	was	translated	into	
Romanian	in	2010	by	PhD	Deacon	Ştefan	L.	Toma,	revised	by	Rev.	PhD	Associate	Professor	Irimie	









of	 ecclesiastical	 authority.	But	 the	Church	did	not	 lack,	 before	 the	era	of	 the	











that	 even	 though	 they	 are	 the	 highest	 expression	 of	 exercising	 ecclesiastical	
authority,	 still,	 they	 have	 the	 character	 of	 necessity	 and	 have	 not	 been	
institutionalized	by	the	Church.		
Specifically,	“the	Church	has	not	dated	and	institutionalized	any	of	the	
forms	 that	 it	used	 to	express	 its	general	consensus	on	matters	required	by	 such	
work.	This	means	that	it	has	not	even	dated	and	institutionalized	the	Ecumenical	
Council,	although	 it	dated	other	councils,	and	of	course,	 it	 institutionalized	 them,	
setting	specific	rules	or,	at	least,	sufficiently	clear	with	regard	to	all	aspects	of	
their	work.	
It	 is	 well	 known	 that	 none	 of	 the	 ecumenical	 councils	 brought	 any	






enforceably	 invested,	 how	 they	 are	 applied	 in	 practice	 and	 especially	 what	
happens	with	 the	decisions	of	 those	councils	met	as	ecumenical	 that	are	not	
accepted	by	the	whole	Church,	or,	in	other	words,	that	are	not	enshrined	with	
the	«reception»	of	the	whole	Church.		
In	 relation	 to	 all	 these	 matters,	 only	 the	 practice	 of	 the	 ecumenical	
councils,	and	some	ways	in	which	it	has	spoken	in	other	forms	that	have	been	
																																																													
























“Not	 being	 dated,	 nor	 institutionalized	 in	 any	 other	 way,	 ecumenical	
councils	 are	 very	 exceptional	 forms	 for	 the	 work	 of	 the	 Church,	 whose	
practice	reveals	the	truth	that	they	have	the	character	of	charisms,	which	by	
their	very	nature	could	not	be	subject	to	institutionalization.	Therefore,	as	the	
charisms	 are	 not	 means	 of	 current	 work	 and	 available	 to	 ecclesiastical	
authorities,	but	only	exceptional	gifts	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	 it	 is	understood	that	
any	 such	 attempt	 of	 ecclesiastical	 authorities	 to	 gather	 a	 new	 Ecumenical	
Council,	will	not	be	possible	unless	the	desire	and	effort	of	the	ecclesiastical	
authority	 will	 be	 blessed	 by	 doubling	 it	 by	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 in	 the	 form	 of	





Council	 and	 the	 charism	 of	 infallibility,	 relation	 that	 Rev.	 Prof.	 Liviu	 Stan	
conclusively	explains:		
	































through	 the	 unanimous	 consent	 of	 the	 Church.	 Therefore	 reception	 is	 a	
fundamental	 process	 in	 the	manifestation	 of	 Church	 synodality	without	which	
any	council	may	be	questioned.	Thus,	Rev.	Prof.	Liviu	Stan	writes:	
	
“In	 the	 past	 of	 the	 Church,	 and	 more	 specifically,	 all	 the	 while	 the	
Church	was	not	divided	by	the	Great	Schism	of	1054,	12‐15	synods	took	place,	
that	 their	 organizers	 would	 have	 wanted	 ecumenical,	 but	 out	 of	 which	 the	











“Church	 life	 history	 has	 shown	 that	 all	 the	 mentioned	 “receptions”	
occurred	spontaneously	in	a	longer	or	shorter	time,	but	not	in	organized	forms	or	
























3)	Third,	 they	do	not	have	a	necessity	character	 in	 the	ontological	 sense,	
and	that	is	derived	from	their	charismatic	nature.		












Based	 on	 this	 clear	 vision	 of	 the	 ecumenical	 council,	 Rev.	 Prof.	 Liviu	





Church	 and	 on	 its	 ecumenical	 practice,	 rightful	 members	 of	 a	 Panorthodox	
Council	are	only	the	Orthodox	Bishops,	namely,	those	who	profess	the	true	faith	
as	it	is	contained	in	the	Holy	Scripture	and	the	Holy	Tradition	and	as	defined	by	
the	 seven	 Ecumenical	 Councils	 which	 expressed	 the	 true	 faith	 of	 the	 whole	

















the	 consent	of	 the	main	hierarchical	 Seats	of	 the	Church.	Today	 there	 can	be	no	
question	of	convening	a	panorthodox	synod	by	any	political	chief.	Thus,	the	task	























Jerusalem	 Seat,	 the	 Holy	 City	 Patriarchal	 Chair	where	 the	 Son	 of	 God13	taught,	
sacrificed	Himself	and	saved	mankind.	One	cannot	question,	based	on	the	dogmatic	
teaching	 of	 the	 Orthodox	 Church	 and	 in	 the	 spirit	 of	 its	 canonical	 institutions,	
whether	any	privilege,	much	less	by	any	canon	law,	might	belong	to	a	single	Primate	
of	the	Orthodox	Church	to	call	a	pan‐Orthodox	synod	or	take	other	decisions	by	his	





















That	 some	 ecumenical	 councils	 are	 given	 their	 name	 according	 to	 the	


















As	 the	 councils	old	practice	 shows,	 they	 took	 two	kinds	of	decisions,	
namely,	dogmatic	decisions	and	canonical	decisions18.		
																																																													
















not	 valid	 in	 themselves,	 but	 they	 generally	 become	 valid	 only	 after	 the	 entire	




not	 only	 to	 reject,	 but	 also	 not	 accept,	 namely	 refute	 dogmatic	 decisions	 of	 any	
council”19.	In	other	words,	the	ratification	of	dogmatic	decisions	is	to	be	made	by	
«consensus	ecclesiae	dispersae»,	namely,	by	particular	councils	and	by	the	whole	





































by	 “consensus	 ecclesiae	 dispersae”,	 belonging	 even	 to	 absent	 churches,	 that	
the	council	can	be	accepted	or	rejected.		
8)	The	process	of	reception	has	a	spontaneous	and	tacit	character,	that	
time	cannot	estimate,	 therefore	 the	rush	of	 for	or	against	decisions	may	distort	
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